
 

 

“Freedom is the open window through which pours the sunlight of the human spirit 
and human dignity.” – Herbert Hoover 

As summer’s heat rises, I’m reminded of the impacts of extreme weather on life - 
big and small. Our wild grasses are turning light brown, we’re slathering on the 
sunscreen to keep our skin from turning red and are grateful for the past rains that 
recharged the ground as well as our lakes, rivers and reservoirs. All this may be a 
weak defense against sun and wind, and no defense at all against unsafe fireworks 
or worse yet, arsonists.    

This past month, I had the opportunity to visit our peers in San Diego to learn about 
their Unsafe Camping Ordinance. Our programs and services are similar yet our 
approach to homeless shelter is unique given our higher summer temperatures 
here in Sacramento. Nonetheless, our capacity to provide shelter for our homeless 
folks is growing and our Point in Time Count reflects positive trends. You can read 
more about the Unsafe Camping Ordinance and reductions in the number of people 
experiencing homelessness in this issue. 

Summer is also time for venturing outdoors, watching the sun set and the moon 
rise, and swimming, wading and all forms of recreating in the water. Watch for 
our Kid’s Don’t Float Life Jacket Program with Sacramento County Regional Parks, 
the American River Parkway Foundation, Sacramento Metro Fire Department, and 
the Drowning Accident Rescue Team (DART) on the American River Parkway. If 
you have kids under 13 years old, please know they’re required to wear a life vest in 
Sacramento County. You can borrow from more than 2,000 lifesaving floatation 
devices at seven locations along the American River. 

Amongst all these words of caution, the dog days of summer are a time for making 
lasting memories. The days are longer, the nights are warmer, and just the right 
breeze can lift your spirit from within. Enjoy the summer fun this month and look out 
for one another! And as always, if you’re reading this month’s newsletter, please 
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share it with a friend or neighbor and encourage them to subscribe for future 
newsletters or check out my Facebook page here. 
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Unsafe Camping Ordinance 
Last month, I had the opportunity to visit San Diego with my colleague Supervisor 
Rich Desmond along with Sheriff Jim Cooper, District Attorney Thien Ho, County 
Executive David Villanueva and other staff who work on our homeless initiatives 
here in Sacramento County. 

We took the trip down there to learn more about what the City of San Diego is doing 
and to see firsthand their strategies for addressing the homelessness crisis. Our 
visit included conversations with Mayor Todd Gloria and his colleague 
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Councilmember Stephen Whitburn, who led the effort to establish an Unsafe 
Camping Ordinance prohibiting unsanitary tent encampments. 

In 2023, their City Council created City codes banning encampments on public 
property. Their new law prohibits homeless encampments in all public spaces if a 
shelter bed is available and prohibits encampments in certain sensitive areas such 
as parks, near schools, homeless shelters and transit stations, regardless of shelter 
availability. 

This initiative was accompanied by new programs and code revisions to incentivize 
construction of new homes, coordinate street outreach programs, expand their safe 
parking program, create a comprehensive shelter strategy, establish safe sleeping 
sites and strengthen capacity for prevention activities. 

The City of San Diego’s activities are supported by San Diego County with 
intensified efforts to connect people experiencing homelessness with services 
including social workers, outreach by the clinical community harm reduction team, 
mental health and substance abuse treatment services, crisis stabilization centers 
and expanded drug court access as an alternative to incarceration. 

The San Diego Police Department also provides coordinated services, helping to 
track homeless individuals for additional outreach efforts along with enforcement of 
the unsafe camping ordinance in order to help connect the otherwise service 
resistant individuals with support services. In this coordinated approach, the City of 
San Diego, working with their partners such as the San Diego Downtown 
Partnership, are realizing reductions in not only the number of individuals sleeping 
unsheltered, but also the impacts of encampments to local businesses at some of 
their most challenging locations, like their Downtown Library and Transit Center. 

I noted that many of the key strategies San Diego is utilizing are very similar to 
those included in our own Department of Homeless Services & Housing’s 
coordinated strategy. Sacramento County has a multi-disciplinary Homeless 
Engagement and Response Team (HEART) that provides coordinated access to 
mental health and substance abuse treatment, shelter, crisis stabilization centers 
and drug court alternative sentencing. The County provides these support services 
to each of the cities within our borders, including the City of Sacramento, along with 
all of the unincorporated communities. 

Locally, the Board of Supervisors also adopted an ordinance to prohibit 
encampments within 25 feet of critical infrastructure or service provisions such as 
law enforcement, fire protection, transportation and utilities including 
communication, water and waste disposal. 

In unincorporated areas, the Sheriff’s Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) works with 
our County staff to enforce this ordinance to help ensure safety near light rail and 
train tracks, fire and public health threats, and critically near our river levees, public 



utilities and sensitive areas and facilities serving children and youth, such as 
schools and libraries. After this trip, I anticipate unsafe camping considerations will 
be part of deliberations amongst my colleagues on the Board in our own County in 
the not too distant future. 

Overall, I was pleased to see the efforts San Diego is making to address the needs 
of their homeless population and proud to note that Sacramento County is already 
implementing many similar strategies. We are continuing to work towards the 
further expansion of our shelters and rehousing capacity. However, we also face a 
challenge unique from San Diego in our higher summer temperatures. The 
Sacramento region faces more extreme weather events than San Diego does, with 
hotter summers and colder winters. This further exacerbates our need to get 
unsheltered folks off the streets and into shelter. 

I’ll conclude this article by reiterating my commitment to ensuring the humane 
treatment of our homeless population while also ensuring our public investments 
are returning strong outcomes. 

  

 

2024 Point in Time Count 

 

Sacramento County’s 2024 Point in Time (PIT) Count report was released last month. 
This report is a snapshot of the population of people living unhoused in our County to 
help us better understand those who are experiencing homelessness at any given 
moment. This data, collected every other year, is a count of those individuals living 
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unhoused. Annually, we also count our population of homeless individuals in temporary 
shelter. This data is used to inform policymaking and funding, providing me and my 
colleagues with insight on our progress connecting homeless folks with community 
services and support. 

Since 2022, Sacramento County has experienced a 29% reduction in the number of 
people experiencing homelessness. Further, over the same period, our County has 
experienced a 41% reduction in people living on the street. Our sheltered homeless 
population has increased by 2% or 2,671 additional people in 2024, which is 2,671 
fewer people living unsheltered or on the streets. 

Our County population is approximately 1.6 million people, of which 42 of every 10,000 
residents were experiencing homelessness in January of this year. Of the total 
population of homeless individuals, 90% had been County residents for more than six 
months and 62% either originated or were lifelong residents of our County. Of the 6,615 
people experiencing homelessness in our County, 50% were experiencing 
homelessness for the first time, 25% had previously been placed in foster or group 
homes before turning 18 years old and nearly 22% are people 55 years or older, which 
we consider senior citizens. 

Overall, this report indicates that across 
Northern California, homelessness is 
declining with Sacramento County 
experiencing the deepest decline so far. 
The expense of addressing our 
homelessness crisis is great but so is the 
need. The 2024 PIT reflects newly 
established shelter capacity including 
3,527 shelter and transitional housing 
beds, 963 rapid rehousing slots, and 
4,343 permanent supportive housing 
units. 

To my dismay, much of our state and 
federal funding is inflexible and limits our 
ability to fund more transitional housing 
rather than permanent supportive 
housing but I remain optimistic that the 
combination of shelter, social services 
and mental and substance abuse 
treatment will effectively address the root causes of homelessness. 
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My colleagues and I are also working on streamlining the development process in the 
unincorporated parts of our County to be able to expedite the building of more housing 
and increase the supply of housing that is affordable for all residents. 

 

In the near term, I remain committed to working with my colleagues to reduce crime 
and violence within our encampments, encourage participation in available services 
and hold our public agencies and partners accountable for these public investments to 
help improve the quality of life in all our communities. 

 

 

Out & About in District 5 
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Glad to have been able to join Troopathon for their 20th Anniversary Celebration. Pictured is me presenting a proclamation to 
Richard Hannaford, Troopathon Board Member. 
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Spending the morning in the Rosemont community doing a business walk. Pictured here is our kick-off event. A big thank you 
to all the volunteers who came out to walk with us and our partners, Rancho Cordova Area Chamber of Commerce and the 
County Office of Economic Development. 

 



 
The one and only Isleton Crawdad Festival! 

 

 
Spending the evening with my wife, Lisa, at the Hanami Line Celebration at Robert T. Matsui Park along the Sacramento 
Riverfront. 



 

 
Celebrating the groundbreaking ceremony of the Sloughhouse Solar Project. Bottom photo, from left to right: Jofil Borja, 
Michelle Smira, Jim Gillum, me and Justin Raithel. 

 



 
Top left photo: My Chief-of-Staff Rebecca Sloan with Jinky Dolar and Nancy Woo, enjoying the Conference of Asian 
American Professionals (CAAPS) Red Carpet Award Gala. Bottom right: Assemblywoman Stephanie Nguyen, Sacramento 
Councilmember Mai Vang, SMUD Board Director Nancy Bui-Thompson and Kevin Pham. 

 



 
Presenting certificates to the honorees at the Sacramento Asian Peace Officers Association Dinner. Congratulations to the 
Sacramento Asian Sports Foundation, Ashley Razo, Angeles Alcantar-Blanco, Vanessa Fuentes, Frank Sim and Sacramento 
Police Chief Kathy Lester on your awards! 

  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
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